February 2025 PTO Minutes

February 12, 2025
Call to order- 7:15

Board Members in attendance

Nicole Moore(Co-President)

Rebecca Stark-Gendrano (Co-President)

Tracey Kilinski (Vice President, Grade Level Oversight)
Gwen Perdxomo (Treasurer)

Maria Bartman Kowalik (VP, Committee Oversight)
Jasmine Ramos (Recording Secretary)

Beth Willoughby ( Teacher Liaison)

Heather Anderson (Marketing coordinator)

Principles Corner
(Melissa Vanras)
In lieu of Mr. Tenant

February is black history month. We had a hip hop
assembly called Hip Hop Fundamentals Pre-K through 2nd
grade focused on peace love and having fun 3rd grade
through 5th grade was the civil rights movement. Mixing
history with music. The Aquaponics club will be presenting
at rutgers. Rutgers will also be coming to run small groups
with 4th and 5th graders for aquaponics.

Feb 17th No School

March 4th Y2 day Parent teacher
conferences

March 17th No school

Melissa then went through each grade level and what they
are currently up to.

Nicole Moore
President

The meeting was called to order at 7:15PM

Gwen Perdomo
Treasurer’s report

Opening Balance: $45,402.29
Closing Balance: $24,078.11

A motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by
Lauren Carmon The motion was seconded by Jackie
Stadlar

Jasmine Ramos-
Minutes

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Lauren
Carmon The motion was seconded by Jackie Stadlar

Liz Lopez

Liz Lopez spoke about the library and the benefits of having
a library card. One of the benefits of having the library card
is getting the museum pass. This pass either gives free




tickets or discounted tickets to 7 different museums for
anyone in the family as long as you are a library pass
holder.

Nicole Moore-
Co presidents report

Nicole spoke about the candy grams and explained they
are due by Monday. 669 candy grams were sold giving us
about $500 towards tricky tray prizes. Tricky tray is coming
along as we speak. Wrapping is coming up last wednesday
of Feb. Donations are always welcomed as long as they are
unopened, unused, and not expiring. The theme is game
night. Ticket link should go live next weekend.

Changes to the bylaws are being proposed. Page 5 gender
was added to the no discrimination creed. Page 7
Co-president will be the ideal situation going forward since
it's easier to split up the work. We are also adding a
fundraising coordinator position that will oversee any
fundraising being done. The position that was once called
corresponding secretary will now be marketing coordinator
since that is more of what the position does. There will also
be 3 teacher liaison positions opened 1 for each school.
The last big change was that the co president position will
be for a 2 year term but a staggered 2 year term. So 1 of
the presidential positions will be up for election every year.
1 of the co presidents will be on every committee and we
are removing the responsibility that the president has to run
the tricky tray. One of the co-chairs for the tricky tray must
have been involved in the planning of the tricky tray of the
prior year.

Motion to propose the bylaws was made by alejandra
hidalgo and Kelly soto

Nominations officially go live next month in march. Between
April and May, all the nominees will be called to let them
know they were nominated. These positions are open every
year.

We won PTO Raffle (melatonin gummies)

Rebecca Stark-Gendrano-
Co president report

The talent show was completely sold out. There was not a
seat left at the auditorium. We raised about $2,131 that will
be going to the music program at LMS and DHS. We also
sold $370 in T-shirt sales.

Request for support for the senior class trip. The board had
suggested $1,000 since that is what we are proving to the




other classes for class trips. There is $4,000 in the budget
for assemblies that has not been touched and we are
reallocating $1,000 for the senior. No one had objections or
questions. A vote was put to the floor 5 for the I's and 0 for
the nays.

5th grade parents reminder to send in the baby pictures of
there 5th grade student to
faberbabypictures@dunellenschols.org

Class year photos just a reminder send all photos to
dunellenphotos@gmail.com and put in the subject line the
HS graduation year

School supplies box was sent to us to see if we are
interested in a premade box that the grade can order. Each
parent would order one for their child and it would be
delivered to the school with their name.

Maria Bartman-
Vice president committee
oversight

Jasmine is the scholarship committee chair. (8) $1,000
scholarships are handed out. Any higher education is
welcomed.

The 1st week in May will be a very busy week. Teacher
appreciation week , book fair and tricky tray are all during
that week.

8th grade promotions are coming up and the people who
can chaperone are parents who do not have 8th grade
children.

No take out Thursday this month.

Family fun nights are coming to an end and we are looking
to do a few extra things before the end of the year.

Tracy Kilinski-
Vice President Grade level
oversight

100ths day of school valentines day saint patrick's day and
field trips are not to be organized by the PTO class leader.

Spring parties are coming up soon and reminders will be
sent out soon.

May 3rd grade volunteers are asked to come and help at
the cultural festival

Heather Anderson-

A few members have joined.191 members as of right now



mailto:faberbabypictures@dunellenschols.org
mailto:dunellenphotos@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary

Beth Willoughby-
Teacher liaison

A huge thank you to everyone who has helped the teachers
really appreciate everything you do.

Meeting Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:25




